
Module 5-Focuisng on the Assets of Students in Poverty and Resilience Theory 

One great way to think about the assets of a student in poverty is to list them through the SHARE model 
presented by Jensen (2009).  If you remember this activity from the EDCO 200 course, you can refer to 
the document you created (remember you can access the document via LiveText).  For those not taking 
the course, please refer to the figure below and the Rademaker (2015) article found in the very last 
section of the Resource Section of this document.  The concepts are briefly described, but could be 
applied to a specific context or school. 

Resilience and Resilience Theory:  the concept of resilience is related to one’s ability, despite all 
negative factors (such as those associated with poverty) to succeed in some significant way in life.   

1. Resilience Theory specifically refers to the study of certain situations where an individual may have
a certain number of assets (or protective factors) and a certain number of negative factors playing
against those assets, but is still able to overcome despite it begin against the odds.  

2. There is no one unified theory behind the study of reliance, but in order to become an advocate or
asset, all teachers should understand the concept as it applies to their students.

3. Two important citations regarding the theory can be found in the Resources Section of this
document.

Test your Knowledge: 
1. List 5 assets that a student affected by poverty can have in their life (and cite the source).
2. What are 3 things you can do as a teacher to become an asset for a student?
3. Name one time your utilized reliance in your life.  What were your assets, what were your negative

factors?  How can you promote this concept with your students?
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