Universal Design for Learning

1. Why UDL? Watch this video of one of the founders of UDL explain why UDL is important.
Todd Rose: Variability Matters: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WCInVjCEVM

2. Next, watch the overview entitled UDL at A Glance:

http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-udl.html#.VZxVgVL0-jk

3. Watch the following video to learn how to read the UDL Guidelines and Checkpoint Chart:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVTm8vQRvNc

4. Go to UDL Guidelines 2.0: http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/udlguidelines.

A link to each Principle (Representation, Engagement, Action and Expression) is on the right. Click on
each link to see the guidelines that go with each principle and a more in-depth explanation of the
guideline. At the bottom of the explanation, you will see a link to examples and resources related to

each checkpoint.
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In print materials, the display of information is fixed and permanent. In properly prepared digital materials,
the display of the same information is very malleable and customizable. For example, a call-out box of
background information may be displayed in a different location, or enlarged, or emphasized by the use of
color, or deleted entirely. Such malleability provides options for increasing the perceptual clarity and
salience of information for a wide range of leamers and adjustments for preferences of others. While these
customizations are difficult with print materials. They are commonly available automatically in digital
materials, though it cannot be assumed that because it is digital it is accessible as many digital
materials are equally inaccessible. Educators and learners should work together to attain the best match
of features to leamning needs.
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= Display information in a flexible format so that the following perceptual features can be varied:
» The size of text, images, graphs, tables, or other visual content
» The contrast between background and text or image
= The color used for information or emphasis
« The volume or rate of speech or sound
« The speed or timing of video, animation, sound, simulations, etc.
« The layout of visual or other elements
« The font used for print materials
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5. Click on the link. The Examples and Resources page will provide you with Web 2.0, software,
and hardware links that will help you and students address that particular checkpoint. The list is
not exhaustive, however, so brainstorm on your own and think about some of the tools you
already have access to.
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Visuwords

Visuwords is an online graphic dictionary and
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6. The UDL Technology Toolkit (http://udltechtoolkit.wikispaces.com/) also provides links to
hundreds of resources that will help you implement UDL in your classroom. The screenshot




below shows you how the site is organized.
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7. Finally, you can watch real teachers implementing UDL in classrooms at the National Center on
UDL YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/UDLCenter




