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Winthrop University Graduate Faculty Assembly 
Minutes, April 17, 2020, 2pm (combined with Faculty Conference) 

Blackboard Collaborate 
 

I. Call to Order  
- Called to order at 3:43.  

 
II. Welcoming Remarks        Lisa Harris 

Graduate Faculty Assembly Chair 
- We have a quorum at 92 graduate faculty attendees. 

 
III. Approval of minutes of the Graduate Faculty Assembly from November 22, 2019 

Please find the minutes at the bottom of this agenda. 
-Motion made to approve minutes by Jo Koster; seconded by Alice Burmeister.  
 

IV. Report from the Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs  Adrienne McCormick 
- Report given in Faculty Assembly  

      
V. Report from the Graduate Council    Eric Birgbauer 

Graduate Council Chair 
• Policies modifications requiring a vote – see end of agenda for text 

o Revision of Minimum Grade to Transfer Policy 
Hands were raised in Blackboard collaborate. Motion passed. 

 
• Curriculum Action requiring vote – Please refer to the curriculum management system for 

justification and explanations - See end of the agenda for list 
- Series of micro-certificates were explained by Eric Birgbauer; certificates were approved.  
- Changes to MBA with accounting were approved.  
 

• Review of curriculum items approved by Graduate Council that do not require a GFA vote– 
None 
 

• Review of curriculum items approved by Graduate Council that do not require a GFA vote 
and are being considered by CUC. – See end of the agenda for list 
 

• Review of curriculum items approved at the college level that do not require a GFA vote – 
See end of the agenda for list 
 

• Graduate Faculty Status 
• Larry Fisher, COE 
• Hope Lima, CAS 
• Alex Perri, CBA 

-New graduate faculty were welcomed.  
 

• Petitions - See end of the agenda for list 
 
VI. Report from the Dean of the Graduate School   Jack DeRochi  

- In response to a question posed by Elke Schneider in Faculty Assembly about GAs, Jack 
informed us that there has been no discussion of any changes for GAs in the fall. While we 
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are keeping an eye on the possibility of remote instruction and the campus not being opened 
in the fall, there is no discussion of getting rid of GA lines.   

- We are watching enrollment. Although, we do anticipate a negative impact in the summer, at 
this moment our enrollment is actually up slightly for summer.  

- The graduate school is trying to stay in touch with prospective students via email and phone 
calls. Graduate faculty are encouraged to continue to support current and prospective 
students.  

- Hope Reed Scholarship recipients have been selected. They will be notified in the next 48 
hours, and GFA will then be notified.  

 
VII. Unfinished Business  
 
VIII. New Business  

 
I. GFA Bylaws Revisions Vote 

There were changes proposed for wording (for example, the Teacher Education Committee is 
now the Educator Preparation Committee) as well as to the policy regarding Graduate Faculty 
Chair nominations.  
Changes to Bylaws were passed. 

 
II. Credit/No Credit Option 

Motion brought by Wendy Sellers about providing graduate students with a credit/no credit 
option during the Covid-19 event. All South Carolina universities with the exception of Lander 
are allowing a credit/no credit option for their students.  
Jo Koster seconded the motion. 
A conversation ensued in which several questions were asked and answered. 

o Elke Schneider asked about the impact to GPAs. The response from several was that 
there would be no negative impact to GPAs.  

o Jessica Yang asked about impact on those who secure licenses (such as social 
workers). Wendy Sellers answered that there was nothing at this level that would 
prevent those students from being able to get their licenses.   

o Alex Perri asked how the credit/no credit option is different from the S/U option. Eric 
Birgbauer mentioned that S/U is not an option for graduate students. Tim Drueke 
stated that the way it was set up for undergraduates is that the professor will be given 
options for the grades (A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, CR, UN) in a pull-down menu. A 
friendly amendment was made to take it through a B with the CR and UN options at 
the graduate level. 

The policy was amended to go through B with the inclusion of CR and UN (see chart below). 

 
Policy passed. 
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III. Elections – Qualtrics Ballot 

a. Graduate Faculty Assembly Chair (2 year term)  
i. Eric Birgbauer  (Biology) 

b. Faculty Committee on University Priorities (FCUP) (4 year term)  
i. Amanda Hiner  (English) 

ii. Jane Thomas  (Management and Marketing) 
c. Graduate Faculty representative to University Curriculum (3 year term)  

i. Tammy Burnham  (Education Core) 
ii. Alex (Alessandro) Perri  (Management and Marketing) 

iii. Robert Wildman  (VPA) 
iv. Kori Bloomquist  (Social Work) 

 
 
IX. Announcements  

- Lisa Harris was thanked by Jack (and seconded by those in the chat) for being an organized, 
driven, effective leader. 

- Lisa made an announcement that she would be sending out a voting mechanism at the 
conclusion of the meeting.  
 

X. Adjournment  
- Motion to adjourn made by Jo Koster and seconded by Wendy Sellers at 4:23 pm.  

 
Policy Items that require a GFA vote 

 
Transfer Credit Policy 

 
Accelerated Academic Programs 
Winthrop offers a select number of accelerated programs that allow students to earn both an 
undergraduate and graduate degree in an accelerated time frame. A student in an “accelerated” program 
may be able to complete both degrees within five years. 

 
Maximum of 9 Credit Hours May Be Used for both Undergraduate and Graduate Degrees   
Students enrolled in an identified combined or “4 + 1” program are permitted to use up to 9 credits of 
500-level coursework to fulfill both undergraduate and graduate degree requirements. Eligible 
coursework is determined by the program and indicated in the program of study. For courses to be applied 
to both programs, students must: 
 

1. have successfully completed 75 credit hours before taking each graduate course; 
2. have successfully completed the program specific review process for undergraduates;  
3. complete graduate-level coursework in each 500-level courses. ; and  
4. earn a grade of B or better. Courses in which the student earns a B- or lower will not be counted 

towards the student’s graduate degree requirements 
 
Important note: grades earned in courses taken for graduate credit will also count toward a student’s 
graduate GPA and may, as a result, negatively impact a student’s academic standing in their graduate 
program of study.   

Transfer Credit Policy 
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Winthrop may credit toward a graduate degree 9 semester hours of graduate work, or up to 30% of the 
program, from another accredited graduate institution upon approval of the appropriate advisor and 
academic dean. (An additional 3 semester hours or up to 10% of the program may be transferred, at the 
discretion of the advisor and academic dean.) Students in the Master of Science in Human Nutrition 
program are limited to a maximum of six hours of transfer credit from another graduate school. 
Transfer of credit must be approved in writing by the student’s advisor and academic dean for inclusion in 
the student’s official program of study; and the course level is verified in Records and Registration. After 
a student has entered a graduate program at Winthrop, permission from the student’s advisor and 
academic dean is required prior to enrolling in the transfer course(s). Approval to Transfer Graduate 
Credit forms are available online at www.winthrop.edu/graduateschool/forms. Official copies of 
transcripts must be submitted and evaluated before any transfer credit may be officially accepted. Certain 
courses submitted for transfer may not be considered equivalent to specified requirements although 
course titles may be the same.  

Students in a Winthrop combined bachelor’s/master’s program may apply a maximum of 9 graduate 
credit hours taken while an undergraduate to the graduate degree, providing  a grade of B or better was 
earned in each course. All classes taken for graduate credit while an undergraduate at Winthrop will apply 
towards the graduate GPA, but may or may not apply toward the graduate program of study. 

 
Notes: blue text is NEW modifications to consider. 
Black bold were previously approved at Graduate Council and/or GFA. 
 
Explanation of Policy Changes from Graduate Council 
This policy states that when an undergraduate takes a graduate course as approved by a 4+1 program, the 
student has to make a B or better in order to have the course count in the graduate degree.  This is 
problematic because there is no mechanism in the system to flag the course grade so that the registrar or 
the program director would know.  Furthermore, current graduate students can make below a B in a 
Winthrop course and still have it count towards the graduate degree (unless specified by a program). This 
revision seeks to better align the two policies, treating Winthrop courses taken as an undergraduate for 
graduate credit in the same manner as those courses taken as a graduate student.  Courses eligible for 
transfer credit will still need to be approved by the graduate program director.  The edits are marked in the 
Revision of Minimum Grade to Transfer document attached. 
 
 

 
Curriculum Items that require a GFA vote 

Program Changes:  
 

a. New:  CERT-GBLO:  Grad Micro-Certificate in Leadership in Organizations 
b. New:  CERT-GBAN: Graduate Micro-Certificate in Business Analytics 
c. New:  CERT-GBFA: Graduate Micro-Certificate in Financial Analysis 
d. New:  CERT-ACTA: Graduate Certificate in Acct Analytics 
e. New:  CERT-AACT: Graduate Certificate in Advanced Acct 
f. New:  CERT-GHRM: Grad Concentration Certificate in Human Resource Man 
g. New:  CERT-GSPR: Grad Concentration Certificate in Sport Mktg and Revenue 
h. New:  CERT-GSTL: Grad Concentration Certificate in Strategic Leadership s 
i. New:  CERT-GFNA: Grad Concentration Certificate in Finance 
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j. New:  CERT-GMKT: Grad Concentration Certificate in Marketing 
k. Modify: MBA-BADM: MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
l. Modify:  MBA-BADM-ACCT: MBA ACCOUNTING & ANALYTICS 

 

Curriculum Items that do not require a GFA vote 

Curriculum items approved by Graduate Council that have been sent to CUC for consideration: 

a. Modify course: ACCT520: Internal Auditing 
b. Modify course: CSCI570: Parallel Computing 
c. Modify course: EXSC511: Physical Activity for Special and Aging Populations 
d. New course: NUTR502: Sports Nutrition Practicum 
e. New course: SPED507: Characteristics of students with disabilities 
f. Modify course: SPMA509: History and Current Issues in College Athletics 
g. Modify course: SPMA520: Sport Law 
h. Modify course: SPMA525: Sport Security and Risk Management 
i. Modify course: SPMA530: Sports Analytics 
j. Modify course: BADM561: Electronic Commerce for Managers 

 
 
Curriculum items approved at the college level: 

a. Modify ACCT606 Advanced Accounting  
b. Modify ACCT680 Accounting for Managers 
c. New  ACCT694 Internship in Accounting 
d. New  CSCI685 Data Management 
e. Modify ECON680 Managerial Economics 
f. Modify MGMT680 Leadership and Organizational Behavior 
g. Modify MGMT684 Strategic and International Issues in Management 
h. Modify MKTG680 Marketing Management 
i. Modify QMTH680 Statistical Methods and Business Research 

 
Petitions (approved in December and January): 

a. Graduate Petition 2019-20-7: S/U undergraduate course after the deadline – 
Approved.  

b.  Graduate Petition 2019-20-8: S/U undergraduate course after the deadline – 
Approved. 

c. Graduate Petition 2019-20-9: S/U undergraduate course after the deadline – 
Approved. 

d. Graduate Petition 2019-20-10: Overload while on probation – Approved. 
e. Graduate Petition 2019-20-11: Extension of 6-year time limit – Approved.  
f. Graduate Petition 2019-20-12: Take 600-level courses as an undergraduate –

Approved 
g. Graduate Petition 2019-20-13: Taking increased hours while on probation – 

Approved. 
 
 

GFA Bylaw Revisions 
 

THE BYLAWS OF THE GRADUATE FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF WINTHROP UNIVERSITY 
(Ratified by Faculty Conference 4-21-75 and 9-27-77; amended 4-12-77, 4-05-79, 4-09-81, 
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4-20-88, 2-28-92, 2-13-98, 8-20-04, 4-24-09, 4-17-15) 
 

Article I - Name 
 

The name of this organization shall be the Graduate Faculty Assembly of Winthrop 
University, hereinafter referred to as the Assembly. 

 
Article II - Responsibilities 

 
Section 1  The Assembly shall be responsible for: (1) its own organization and procedures as provided 
in these Bylaws; (2) the Winthrop University graduate academic programs, policies, and regulations, 
within limitations prescribed by the Faculty Conference of Winthrop University; and (3) such additional 
matters as shall be referred to it by the Faculty Conference of Winthrop University, by the President of 
Winthrop University, or by the Chief Academic Officer of Winthrop University. 

 
Section 2  The Assembly shall create and instruct subordinate councils and committees, standing 
and select, and shall periodically review the major decisions of its subordinate bodies. 

 
Section 3  The Assembly shall be the principal legislative body of the graduate faculty.  All actions of 
the Assembly shall be subject to review by the President of the University.  Any disapprovals shall be 
communicated to the graduate faculty with reasons therefore, within thirty days. By a majority vote, the 
Assembly may charge the Chair of Graduate Faculty Assembly to communicate concerns regarding 
such disapprovals to the Board of Trustees. (8-25-09) 

 
Article III - Membership 

 
Section 1  Upon recommendation of the Graduate Council, the Assembly shall establish criteria for 
membership in graduate faculties. The application form with stated criteria is available in the 
Graduate School Office. The academic deans shall nominate for membership in the Assembly those 
persons who qualify under those criteria and the Dean of the Graduate School shall be responsible for 
reviewing the application for conformity with the established criteria.  The Graduate Council will 
vote on the appointment and announce the outcome to the Graduate Faculty Assembly. Performance 
of limited graduate duties on a temporary basis does not in itself constitute eligibility for membership 
in the Assembly.  (Amended by Faculty Conference, 4-09-81, 8-20-04, 4-24-09, 4-17-15) 

 
Section 2 The criteria for membership in the Graduate Faculty Assembly are: 

 
A.  Hold highest degree awarded in discipline. In some cases, experience and high production 

may substitute for the degree. 
 

B.  Have one year of graduate-level service to the institution to be a combination of teaching, 
scholarly research/contributions to the field, and service. The year of graduate-level 
service need not occur in consecutive semesters; teaching could also constitute a wider set 
of pedagogical activities, such as managing theses or graduate-level research projects, 
participating in curriculum or course development, advising graduate students, or 
committee work; credit from previous institutions may be counted. Graduate-level classes 
are defined as 
600-level courses or 500-level courses with graduate students enrolled. 
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C.  Submit a recommendation, including a statement or comments and a signature, from 
the department chair, dean of the appropriate college, and the Graduate Council. 

 
When a graduate faculty member is preparing for post-tenure review or in the sixth year after the initial 
granting of graduate faculty status, the faculty member will submit documentation of continued 
teaching, research and contributions on the graduate level to the Dean of the Graduate School. The 
Graduate Council will vote on the application and announce the outcome to the Graduate Faculty 
Assembly. This documentation will consist of completing a new application form to demonstrate 
continued engagement with graduate level teaching, research, and/or contributions to the field. New 
eligibility requirements will not pertain to Winthrop faculty with graduate faculty status granted prior 
to August 2009. 

 
Article IV - Officers 

 
Section 1 The Chair of the Assembly shall be elected biennially at a spring meeting by the Assembly 
from among its own membership. Only tenured faculty members of the Graduate Faculty Assembly 
are eligible to serve as Chair of the Assembly.  A vacancy in the office shall be filled by election of 
the Assembly for the unexpired term.  Deans, the Chair of the Graduate Council, and untenured 
members of Graduate Faculty Assembly shall be ineligible to serve as Chair. (Amended 4-24-09, 4-
17-15) 

 
Section 2 The electoral procedure for the Chair is as follows: 

 
A.  Nomination: Graduate Council will nominate at least two persons and circulate these names 

to the faculty prior to the opening of electronic voting.   Additional nominations may be made 
from the floor during the meeting immediately prior to the opening of electronic voting, 
provided that the consent of the nominee has already been obtained. 

 
B.  Voting: Voting members of Graduate Faculty Assembly will be sent an invitation to 

complete an anonymous electronic ballot following the meeting where nominations for 
Chair are closed. Graduate Faculty Assembly shall use the Borda method to tally all 
votes. 

B.1. Custody and counting of ballots shall be the responsibility of the secretary of 
Graduate Faculty Assembly, who will tally the votes with the assistance of a member 
of Graduate Council and a faculty monitor designated by the Rules Committee of the 
Faculty Conference.  Neither the faculty monitor nor the Graduate Council member 
may be a candidate in that election. 

B.2. In all elections, voters shall rank the candidates in order of preference, with the 
favorite candidate receiving rank 1, the second favorite receiving rank 2, and so on. 

B.3. If there is a tie, the faculty monitors shall break the tie by a method of equal chance, 
e.g. coin flip. 

 
C.  Timeline: Voting faculty members will have seventy-two hours to complete the electronic 

ballot before it closes. 
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D. Custody of Electronic Voting and Calculating Votes: The faculty monitors shall develop and 
distribute the electronic ballot. Vote totals will be calculated by the faculty monitors as 
described in Section B above. 

 
E.   Notification and results: As soon as votes are tabulated, both winning and losing candidates 

will be notified of the outcome by the Secretary of the Graduate Faculty Assembly. Complete 
election results will then be distributed to the faculty by the Secretary of the Graduate Faculty 
Assembly. (Amended 4-24-09) 

 
Section 3  The Chair of the Graduate Council shall be the presiding officer of the Assembly when the 
Chair is absent or chooses not to preside. (Amended 4-20-88) 
 

  Section 4  The Secretary of the Assembly shall be appointed by the Chair. 
 

Section 5  The Parliamentarian of the Assembly shall be appointed by the Chair. 
 
 

Article V - Meetings 
 

Section 1  The Assembly shall prescribe for itself a suitable schedule of regular meetings.  At least one 
meeting shall be held each semester, and special meetings shall be held at the call of the Chair of the 
Assembly or of the Graduate Council or of ten percent of the members of the Assembly.  (Amended 4-
24- 
09) 

 
Section 2  A quorum shall consist of 25 members of Graduate Faculty Assembly. 

 
A. At the beginning of each meeting of the chair of Graduate Faculty Assembly shall determine 

if a quorum is present. If a quorum is not present, the conference shall be able to conduct 
business subject to the following conditions: 

 
A.1. Seventy-five percent of the faculty in attendance shall vote that business should 

be conducted. 
 

A.2. Final action on all substantive proposals (as distinguished from amendments and 
procedural actions) shall require the approval of two-thirds of those present and 
voting. 

 
Article VI - Graduate Council 

 
Section 1  The Graduate Council shall be responsible to the Assembly for appropriate reports and 
recommendations concerning academic programs, policies, and regulations specific to the graduate 
program.  It shall have the authority to act on recommendations from a college to change graduate 
curricular requirements as specified in Article XII below .  Such actions, with the exception of 
decisions on graduate petitions, shall be communicated promptly to the graduate faculty and may be 
modified or reversed by the Assembly.  Meetings of the Graduate Council and its subordinate 
committees shall be announced to the graduate faculty members in advance and, except when 
considering graduate petitions, shall be open to all members of the Assembly. Following each meeting 
of the Graduate Council, a report of its actions shall be communicated promptly to the members of the 
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Assembly. (Amended 9-27-77, 4-20-88, 4-24-09, 4-17-15) 
 

Section 2  The Graduate Council shall be responsible for recommending to the Assembly a suitable 
schedule of regular council meetings, for calling special meetings of the Assembly, for inviting guests 
to meetings of the Assembly, for updating these Bylaws on the Faculty Conference website following 
any approved changes, and for recommending to the Assembly appropriate changes in the 
organization and procedure of the entities established under the authority of these Bylaws. 

 
Section 3  The Chair of the Graduate Council shall be elected by the voting members of the Graduate 
Council, from the voting members of the Graduate Council, and shall have served on the Council at 
least one year. Each year the voting members of the Graduate Council shall elect from among their 
own members the vice chair, who shall preside when the chair is not present.  The Chief Academic 
Officer or designate shall serve as a member, without vote.  A representative of the Graduate School 
office shall serve as Secretary, without vote.  A representative selected by the Winthrop Library 
faculty shall serve as a member, without vote. The graduate faculty member elected by the Assembly 
to serve on the Committee on University Curriculum shall serve as a member, without vote. The 
President of the University, upon the recommendation of the Chief Academic Officer, shall appoint 
three voting members of Graduate Council, each from a different major academic division of the 
University.  Each academic division of the University consisting of five or more Graduate Faculty 
Assembly members shall have one voting member, elected by members of the academic division. 
Administrative officers shall not be eligible to serve on the Graduate Council. Department chairs are 
eligible to serve on Graduate Council. The term of the Chair shall be one year and the term of voting 
members three years.   (Amended 2-28-92, 
2-13-98, 8-20-04, 4-24-09) 

 
The terms of the voting members of the Graduate Council shall be staggered as determined by 
regulations adopted by the Assembly.  If a member ceases to serve, his or her successor shall be 
appointed or elected for the unexpired term only.  A voting member may not serve more than two 
complete terms in succession.  No faculty member shall be eligible to serve as a voting member unless 
he/she has served 
two years as a graduate faculty member at Winthrop University immediately preceding his or her 
service. The Chair of Graduate Council must have at least two years as a graduate faculty member as 
well as one year service on Graduate Council.  (Amended 4-17-15) 

 
Two graduate students representing the graduate student body at Winthrop University shall be 
members of the Graduate Council.  One of the student members shall be appointed from one college 
and the other appointed from another college for their terms of service. The student members shall be 
appointed by their respective Deans for a period of one academic year and shall serve without voting 
privileges; if a student member should cease to serve before completing a one-year term of office, that 
student's Dean shall appoint a replacement from the same academic unit to serve to the end of the 
academic year. Appointments shall start from an alphabetical listing of the Colleges (Arts and 
Sciences, Business Administration, Education, and Visual and Performing Arts).  Student members 
shall be appointed according to the alphabetical listing on a rotating basis.  (Amended 4-05-79, 4-09-
81, 4-20-88) 

 
Section 4  All councils, committees, or entities at Winthrop University, to the extent of their 
responsibilities in the area of graduate academic affairs, not otherwise responsible to a major 
academic division, shall report to the Graduate Council. The Graduate Council shall approve, 
modify, or disapprove any programs, policies, or regulations made by such entities in the area of 
graduate instruction. 
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Section 5  The Graduate Council may meet in joint session with the Academic Council of the Faculty 
Conference to discuss matters of mutual concern when called to do so by the Chairs of the two 
councils. When such joint meetings take place, the Chair of the Academic Council shall preside. The 
two councils may establish joint committees and councils to pursue matters of mutual concern and may 
establish rules for joint activities, except that if voting takes place it shall be done separately by 
council. 

 
Section 6  The voting members of the Graduate Council shall serve as a graduate petitions committee 
to hear petitions from graduate students. (Amended 9-27-77, 4-24-09) 

 
Article VII – Committees 

 
Section 1  The Assembly shall establish and regulate any committees it deems appropriate. 
 

Section 2  Each committee of the Assembly, standing or select, unless otherwise provided, shall elect its 
own Chair and Secretary, shall meet at the call of the Chair or any two members, and shall report at least 
once each academic year to the Assembly as scheduled by the Graduate Council. Any committee actions 
may be modified or reversed by the Assembly.  All committee meetings shall be open to all members of 
the Assembly unless the committee specifically votes to meet in executive session.  Membership on 
standing committees shall be for staggered three-year terms as determined by the regulations of the 
Assembly, and vacancies shall be filled by election for the unexpired term only. 
 

Article VIII - Constituent Committees 
 

The members of the Assembly who are appointed from each major academic division of the 
University shall be eligible for membership in a graduate faculty committee of that division. Each such 
committee shall be responsible for the graduate academic programs of its division within limitations 
prescribed by the Assembly. The following are recognized as major academic 
divisions of the University:  the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Business Administration, 
the Richard W. Riley College of Education, the College of Visual and Performing Arts, and the 
Winthrop University Library.  (Amended 4-09-81, 4-20-88, 4-17-15) 

 
Article IX - Parliamentary Authority 

 
The rules contained in the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the Assembly, 
the Graduate Council, and all committees created under the authority of these Bylaws, in all cases to 
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the relevant Bylaws or special 
rules of order.  All continuing special rules of order established by the Assembly shall be printed in 
the Faculty Manual of Winthrop University. 

 
Article X - Amendments 

 
These Bylaws can be amended at any regular meeting of the Assembly by a two-thirds vote of the 
members voting, provided that the proposed amendment has been placed on the agenda by vote of 
the Assembly at the previous meeting. 

 
Article XI - Ratification 
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Section 1  These Bylaws shall be operative beginning August 15, 1975, provided they are first 
approved by the Assembly and ratified by the Faculty Conference of Winthrop University. 

 
Section 2  All programs, policies, and regulations enacted under earlier Bylaws shall be valid 
and operative until changed. 

 
Article XII – Curricular Review 

 
Section 1 Renaming a course, changing a course description, adding a course, dropping a course, 
renumbering a course, adding or changing prerequisites or corequisites to a course, adding a 
designator, changing a designator, dropping a designator, changing a grade mode on a course . 
Any recommendation that renames a course, changes a course description, adds a course, drops a 
course, renumbers a course, adds or changes prerequisites or corequisites to a course, adds a 
designator, changes a designator, drops a designator, or changes a grade mode on a course shall be 
reported to the Graduate Council for information purposes only.  Such recommendations shall be 
communicated promptly in the report of the Graduate Council to the members of the Assembly.  If no 
graduate faculty member places the recommendation on the agenda of the Assembly for further 
discussion within seven calendar days of receiving the report, then the curriculum action is 
automatically approved as an action of the Assembly. (Amended 4-17-15) 

 
Section 2 Changing graduation requirements in a degree program with no change in the 
overall number of semester hours required by the program. A recommendation that changes the 
graduation requirements in a degree program with no change in the overall number of semester hours 
required by the program shall be reported to the Graduate Council. If the Graduate Council approves 
the 
recommendation, such approval shall be communicated promptly in the report of the Graduate 
Council to the members of the Assembly. If no graduate faculty member places the recommendation 
on the agenda 
of the Assembly for further discussion within seven calendar days of receiving the report, 
then the curriculum action is automatically approved as an action of the Assembly. 
(Amended 4-17-15) 

 
Section 3 Changing the overall number of semester hours required by a degree program, 
adding a degree program, dropping a degree program. A recommendation that changes the 
overall number of semester hours required by a degree program, adds a degree program, or drops a 
degree program shall be reported to the Graduate Council. If the Graduate Council approves the 
recommendation, the recommendation shall be placed on the agenda of the Assembly. 

 
Section 4 Courses enrolling undergraduate and graduate students.  A recommendation that falls 
under Section 1 of this article and involves a course that enrolls both undergraduate and graduate 
students shall be reported by the college curriculum committee both to the college faculty assembly 
and to the 
Graduate Council.  If both of these bodies approve the recommendation, it shall be forwarded to the 
Committee on University Curriculum and shall be approved or denied in the manner described in the 
Bylaws of the Faculty Conference of Winthrop University. If both of these bodies deny the 
recommendation, it is denied.  If one of these bodies approves the recommendation and the other 
denies the recommendation, it is denied, but the Committee on University Curriculum may (but is not 
obliged to) suggest means for producing a recommendation that could be approved by both bodies. 
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Section 5 Teacher education courses.  A recommendation that affects teacher education programs 
or courses used in these programs shall be reported to the Educator Preparation Committee after it is 
approved by a college faculty assembly.  A recommendation that falls under Section 1 of this article 
(except for recommendations to add or change prerequisites or corequisites to a course) shall be 
reported to the Educator Preparation Committee for information only.  A recommendation that adds 
or changes prerequisites or corequisites to a course or that falls under Sections 2 or 3 of this article 
shall be reported to the Educator Preparation Committee.  If the committee approves the 
recommendation, it shall be reported to the Graduate Council and shall be approved or denied in the 
manner described in the appropriate section of this article. (Amended 4-24-09) 
 
Section 6 Electronic Voting. Curriculum action requiring a vote from the Graduate Faculty 
Assembly may be placed on an electronic voting forum.  Curriculum placed on the electronic forum 
may be voted on electronically if no recommendation for further discussion is registered within 7 
days of initial posting to the online forum.  Any recommendation for further discussion would cause 
the curriculum item to be placed on the agenda of the next GFA meeting where the matter would be 
discussed and voted on by members. Actions involving 500-level courses may also require approval 
by the appropriate divisions of Faculty Conference.  

 
 

Table III: Process for Approving Matters Relating ONLY to Graduate Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Action College 
Graduate 

Faculty Votes 

TEC 
Votes 

Graduate Council 
Votes 

Graduate Faculty 
Assembly Votes 

 
Rename a course or 
change course 
description; 
Add, drop, or 
renumber a course; 
Add, change or drop a 
designator 

Yes No; Sent 
forward for 
information 

only 

No; Sent forward 
for information 

only 

No 

Add or change a pre- 
requisite or 
corequisite 

Yes If applicable No; Sent forward 
for information 

only 

No 

Change graduation 
requirements in a 
degree program (no 
change in overall # of 
hours) 

Yes If applicable Yes No 

Change # of hours 
needed to complete a 
degree program; 
Add or drop a degree 
program 

Yes If applicable Yes Yes 
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Winthrop University Graduate Faculty Assembly 

Minutes, November 22, 2019, 2pm (combined with Faculty Conference) 
Kinard Auditorium, 018 Kinard Hall  

 
XI. Call to Order  

34 people in attendance; meeting called to order at 4:14pm  
 

XII. Welcoming Remarks        Lisa Harris 
Graduate Faculty Assembly Chair 
 

XIII. Approval of minutes of the Graduate Faculty Assembly from April 19, 2019 
Please find the minutes at the bottom of this agenda. 

• Minutes were approved 
 

XIV. Report from the Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs  Adrienne McCormick 
• No report  

          
XV. Report from the Graduate Council    Eric Birgbauer 

Graduate Council Chair 
   

• Policies modifications requiring a vote – see end of agenda for text 
o Course Transfer Policy  

 Wanda Koszewski made a motion to delete the phrase pertaining to Nutrition 
(“Students in the Master of Science in Human Nutrition program are limited 
to a maximum of six hours of transfer credit from another graduate school.”) 
This motion was seconded, and it passed.  

 The Course Transfer Policy passed.  
o Probation Policy 

 A GFA member asked, “Is there a maximum amount of time students can be 
on probation?” The response was that students must have a 3.0 to graduate. 
Therefore, graduation is the time limit. It was discussed that students could 
theoretically complete all coursework on probation and then not graduate. Jo 
Koster asked if this applied to online programs as well. Lisa Harris replied that 
“Yes, this would apply to online programs as they are Winthrop graduate 
programs.”   

 The Probation Policy passed.  
 

• Curriculum Action requiring vote – Please refer to the curriculum management system for 
justification and explanations - See end of the agenda for list 

o MAT Traditional- four new areas: Middle Level, Special Education, Early 
Childhood, Elementary Education.  
 MAT Traditional CA passed 

o MAT Accelerated- one new certification- PE 
 MAT Accelerated CA passed. 

 
 

• Review of curriculum items approved by Graduate Council that do not require a GFA vote– 
See end of the agenda for list 
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• Review of curriculum items approved by Graduate Council that do not require a GFA vote 
and are being considered by CUC. – See end of the agenda for list 
 

• Review of curriculum items approved at the college level that do not require a GFA vote – 
See end of the agenda for list 
 

• Graduate Faculty Status 
• Congratulations to new graduate faculty members.  

 
• Petitions 

 
XVI. Report from the Dean of the Graduate School   Jack DeRochi  

• The Dean had to leave to catch a plane. No report.  
 

XVII. Unfinished Business  
 
XVIII. New Business  
 
XIX. Announcements  
 
XX. Adjournment  

• Meeting adjourned at 4:21 pm. 
 

*Note: New GFA bylaws were approved during Faculty Conference on November 22, 2019. 
 

Policy Items that require a GFA vote 
 

Transfer Credit Policy 
Winthrop may credit toward a graduate degree 9 semester hours of graduate work, or up to 30% of the 
program, from another accredited graduate institution upon approval of the appropriate advisor and 
academic dean. (An additional 3 semester hours or up to 10% of the program may be transferred, at the 
discretion of the advisor and academic dean.) Students in the Master of Science in Human Nutrition 
program are limited to a maximum of six hours of transfer credit from another graduate school. Transfer 
of credit must be approved in writing by the student’s advisor and academic dean for inclusion in the 
student’s official program of study; and the course level is verified in Records and Registration. After a 
student has entered a graduate program at Winthrop, permission from the student’s advisor and academic 
dean is required prior to enrolling in the transfer course(s). Approval to Transfer Graduate Credit forms 
are available online at www.winthrop.edu/graduateschool/forms. Official copies of transcripts must be 
submitted and evaluated before any transfer credit may be officially accepted. Certain courses submitted 
for transfer may not be considered equivalent to specified requirements although course titles may be the 
same.  

Probation Policy 

Once a student has been fully admitted with graduate degree status or with graduate non-degree status, he 
or she is expected to maintain an acceptable cumulative grade-point average. A   student whose 
cumulative grade-point average falls below2.85 during the first 18 hours of coursework is placed on 
academic probation. A student who has earned more than 18 hours and who fails to maintain a grade-
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point average of 3.0 is placed on probation.   The first semester a student’s cumulative grade-point 
average falls below a 3.00, he or she is placed on academic probation. Students on academic probation 
may not enroll in more than 9 semester hours per semester. A student on academic probation whose 
semester grade-point average is 3.00 or higher is not dismissed at the close of that semester even though 
the cumulative grade-point average remains below 3.00. The student may continue enrollment on 
academic probation. The student is removed from academic probation at the close of a semester in which 
the cumulative grade-point average meets or exceeds 3.00. 

A student may take up to nine graduate hours while on academic probation. If the grade-point average 
does not rise to the minimum acceptable standard based on the number of hours earned within the first 
nine hours of being placed on probation, the student is dismissed from graduate study. A course in which 
the student chooses to withdraw before the withdrawal deadline will not be included in this nine-hour 
limit. A student on probation who chooses to withdraw from a course may not be eligible for financial aid 
the following semester because a student seeking financial aid must be enrolled in at least six semester 
hours. Students on probation in cohort programs requiring more than nine hours a semester must raise 
their grade-point average to a 3.00 the minimum acceptable standard by the end of that semester. If a 
student repeats one or two courses while on academic probation, the new grade replaces the original grade 
in the calculation of the grade-point average.  

Grade-point averages calculated for removal of probationary status are based on all graduate courses 
taken at Winthrop University, not on selected courses. All course work used to restore the grade-point 
average to the minimum acceptable standard based on the number of hours earned must be completed at 
Winthrop. Credit earned at any other institution while the student is on academic probation or is ineligible 
to enroll at Winthrop cannot be applied to any degree at Winthrop University 

 
 

Curriculum Items that require a GFA vote 
Program Changes: 
 

• MAT Traditional: Add four new certification areas -  Middle Level, Special Education, Early 
Childhood, Elementary Education 

• MAT – Accelerated: Add one certification area - Physical Education 
 

Curriculum Items that do not require a GFA vote 

Curriculum items approved at Graduate Council: 
  

• Modify MA-ENGL: Remove thesis requirement/option 
 

 Curriculum items approved by Graduate Council that have been sent to CUC for consideration: 

a. New course: ARTS511: Advanced Interdisciplinary Studio 
b. Modify course: ARTS532: Advanced Sculpture (3:7) 
c. Modify course: ARTS542: Advanced Painting (3:7) 
d. Modify course: ARTS551: Advanced Ceramics (3:7) 
e. Modify course: ARTS555: Advanced Jewelry and Metals (3:7) 

Birgbauer, Eric C.
This deletion was also approved by floor amendment.
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f. Modify course: ARTS570: Advanced Fiber Art Studio 
g. Modify course: BIOL517: Human Genetics  
h. Modify course: BIOL526: Applied Microbiology  
i. Modify course: BIOL530: Current Methods in Microscopy 
j. New course: MATH544: Regression Modeling  
k. New course: MCOM502: International Communication 
l. New course: MCOM504: Intercultural Communication 
m. Modify course: NUTR520: Sports Nutrition 
n. New course: PLSC513:  Campaign Management and Political Communication 
o. Modify course: PLSC518: Politics of the American South 
p. New course: PLSC530:  Identity, Ethnicity, & Nationalism 
q. New course: PLSC550:  Social Science Data Analysis 
r. New course: PLSC555 and WMST555 (cross-listed):  Queer Theory 
s. New course: WMST509:  Masculinities 

 
Curriculum items approved at the college level: 

a. New course: RELG650:  Special Topics in Religious Studies 
b. Modify course: ARTS696: Thesis Production 
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