
Add a Mashup to an Item 

Overview 

This tutorial will explain how to create a Mashup​.  You can use Mashups to easily integrate 
content that resides on an external website. Three default mashups are included in Blackboard 
(click the link to jump to that section of the document): 

​

✓ Flickr®: View and share photographic images.​
✓ SlideShare: View and share slide presentations, documents, or Adobe PDF Portfolios.​
✓ YouTube™: View and share online videos.​

You can create Mashups as standalone content items in a Content Area or Content Folder. You 
can also add them to Test Questions, Discussion Forums, Blogs, or Assignments using Content 
editors. 

Flickr 

Quick Steps 

Build Content > Flickr Photo > Select > Name > Describe > Set Options > Attach 

Step 1 

On the Action Bar, hover over ​Build Content​ and then select “Flickr Photo” from the Mashups 
section. 
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Step 2 

On the Flickr Photo page, type a keyword in the Keywords box, and then click the Go ​button. ​

You can adjust your search by choosing different options from the Search drop 
down menus. 

Step 3 

You will see a list of photo thumbnails below the search area. 

Step 4 

Click the Preview​ button to see a larger view of the image before you insert it into the course. ​
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Step 5 

Click the Select​ button to insert the image into the course. ​

Step 6 

On the Create Mashup Item page, type a Name for the link if you do not want to use the title that 
automatically generates in the Name field.  Then, type a Description in the Description editor. 
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Step 7 

Set the Mashup Options. Options vary depending on the type of mashup: 

➢ View​: Controls how the link to the image is displayed in the content area. Thumbnail
displays a small image that enlarges when clicked. Embed displays a full size image in the
content area.

➢ Size​: Determines how large the image will be when displayed in the content area, or when
the thumbnail is clicked.

➢ Show Flickr URL​: Determines if the link back to the Flickr site will be displayed. For
accessibility purposes, we recommend that you choose to show this information.

➢ Show Flickr Information: Determines whether the citation information from Flickr will be
displayed with the image. For copyright purposes, we recommend that you choose to show
this information.

​

Step 8 

If you want to add additional attachments, there are two options: 

1. In the Attachments section, click Browse My Computer to upload a file from your computer.​ ​
2. You can also upload a file from the course's storage repository. Click Browse Content

Collection to find a file already stored in Blackboard.
​

​
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Step 9 

Set available options in the Standard Options section: 

✓ If you are ready for your students to view the content, select “Yes” to Permit Users to View
this Content.

​
​

✓ If you would like the option to see how many times students view this piece of content,
select “Yes” to Track Number of Views.​ ​

✓ If you only want students to view the content for a specific window of time, check the Display
After​ and Display Until​ checkboxes to enable date and time restrictions. Display restrictions
do not affect item availability, only when it appears.

​
​

Step 10 

When you are finished adding content and choosing options, click the Submit​ button. ​
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SlideShare 

Quick Steps 

Build Content > SlideShare Presentation > Select > Name > Describe > Set Options > Attach 

Step 1 

On the Action Bar, hover over Build Content​ and then select “SlideShare Presentation” from the 
Mashups section. 

​

Step 2 

On the SlideShare Presentation page, type a keyword in the Keywords box, and then click the 
Go button. ​

You can adjust your search by choosing different options from the Search drop 
down menus. 
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Step 3 

You will see a list of presentation thumbnails below the search area. 

Step 4 

Click the Preview​ button to see a larger view of the presentation, and to preview each slide, 
before you insert it into the course. 

​
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Step 5 

Click the Select button to insert the presentation into the course. ​ ​

Step 6 

On the Create Mashup Item page, type a Name for the link if you do not want to use the title that 
automatically generates in the Name field.  Then, type a Description in the Description editor. 

Step 7 

Set the Mashup Options. Options vary depending on the type of mashup: 
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➢ View​: Controls how the link to the image is displayed in the content area. Thumbnail 
displays a small image that enlarges when clicked. Text Link with Player shows text that 
expands to the presentation when clicked. Embed Presentation will show the presentation 
player directly on the screen. 

➢ Show SlideShare URL​: Determines if the link back to the SlideShare site will be displayed. 
For accessibility purposes, we recommend that you choose to show this information. 

➢ Show SlideShare Information​: Determines whether the citation information from 
SlideShare will be displayed with the image. For copyright purposes, we recommend that 
you choose to show this information. 

Step 8 

If you want to add additional attachments, there are two options: 

 

1. In the Attachments section, click Browse My Computer to upload a file from your computer. ​ ​
2. You can also upload a file from the course's storage repository. Click Browse Content 

Collection​ to find a file already stored in Blackboard. 
​

Step 9 

Set available options in the Standard Options section: 
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✓ If you are ready for your students to view the content, select “Yes” to Permit Users to View 
this Content. 

​
​

✓ If you would like the option to see how many times students view this piece of content, 
select “Yes” to Track Number of Views. ​ ​

✓ If you only want students to view the content for a specific window of time, check the Display 
After​ and Display Until​ checkboxes to enable date and time restrictions. Display restrictions 
do not affect item availability, only when it appears. 

​
​

Step 10 

When you are finished adding content and choosing options, click the Submit button. ​ ​
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YouTube 

Quick Steps 

Build Content > YouTube Video > Select > Name > Describe > Set Options > Attach 

Step 1 

On the Action Bar, hover over Build Content​ and then select “YouTube Video” from the 
Mashups section. 

​

 

Step 2 

On the YouTube Video page, type a keyword in the Keywords box, and then click the Go ​button. ​

 

Step 3 

You will see a list of video thumbnails below the search area. 
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Step 4 

Click the Select button below a thumbnail to insert the video into the course. ​ ​

Step 5 

On the Create Mashup Item page, type a Name for the link if you do not want to use the title that 
automatically generates in the Name field.  Then, type a Description in the Description editor. 
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Step 6 

Set the Mashup Options. Options vary depending on the type of mashup: 

 

➢ View​: Controls how the link to the video is displayed in the content area. Thumbnail displays 
a small player that enlarges when clicked. Text link with player displays text that expands to 
a player when clicked. Embed Video displays a full size player in the content area. 

➢ Show YouTube URL​: Determines if the link back to the YouTube site will be displayed. For 
accessibility purposes, we recommend that you choose to show this information. 

➢ Show YouTube Information​: Determines whether the citation information from YouTube 
will be displayed with the image. For copyright purposes, we recommend that you choose to 
show this information. 

Step 7 

If you want to add additional attachments, there are two options: 

 

1. In the Attachments section, click Browse My Computer to upload a file from your computer. ​ ​
2. You can also upload a file from the course's storage repository. Click Browse Content 

Collection to find a file already stored in Blackboard. 
​

​

Step 8 

Set available options in the Standard Options section: 
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✓ If you are ready for your students to view the content, select “Yes” to Permit Users to View 
this Content. 

​
​

✓ If you would like the option to see how many times students view this piece of content, 
select “Yes” to Track Number of Views. ​ ​

✓ If you only want students to view the content for a specific window of time, check the Display 
After​ and Display Until​ checkboxes to enable date and time restrictions. Display restrictions 
do not affect item availability, only when it appears. 

​
​

Step 9 

When you are finished adding content and choosing options, click the Submit​ button. ​
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