
September 2024 Winthrop Poll – Question Wording and Interviewer Notes for Released Results 

South Carolina Adult Population, September 21-29, 2024 

[IF REGISTERED VOTER] (only likely voters reported in results) 
Q: If the election were held today and you had to decide right now, would you vote for... 
Read first 2 options in the order they appear. 
[options 1-2 were presented in random order]      
Kamala Harris, the Democrat 1     
Donald Trump, the Republican 2     
Some other candidate 3     
Undecided 4     
 
Q: Do you approve or disapprove of the way Joe Biden is handling his job as President of the 
United States? 
[INTERVIEWER: If "not sure" or "don't know," probe with "It doesn't have to be specific. Just 
in general, would you say you more approve or more disapprove?"] 
Approve 1     
Disapprove 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4     
  
Q: Do you approve or disapprove of the way Henry McMaster is handling his job as Governor of 
South Carolina? 
[INTERVIEWER: If "not sure" or "don't know," probe with "It doesn't have to be specific. Just 
in general, would you say you more approve or more disapprove?"] 
Approve 1     
Disapprove 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4     
 
Q: Do you approve or disapprove of the way Lindsey Graham is handling his job as a United 
States Senator for South Carolina? 
[INTERVIEWER: If "not sure" or "don't know," probe with "It doesn't have to be specific. Just 
in general, would you say you more approve or more disapprove?"] 
Approve 1     
Disapprove 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4     
  
Q: Do you approve or disapprove of the way Tim Scott is handling his job as a United States 
Senator for South Carolina? 
[INTERVIEWER: If "not sure" or "don't know," probe with "It doesn't have to be specific. Just 
in general, would you say you more approve or more disapprove?"] 
Approve 1     
Disapprove 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT OFFER] Refused 4     
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Q: As you may know, Donald Trump was convicted in New York state courts of 34 felonies 
related to payments to an adult film actress, which was referred to as ``hush money.´´ 
 
Based on what you know, do you think the conviction of Donald Trump in this case was 
politically motivated or not politically motivated? 
Politically Motivated 1     
Not Politically Motivated 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4     
  
Q: Based on what you know, do you believe that Donald Trump did commit some or all of these 
crimes? 
Yes 1     
No 2     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4         
  
Q: Which of the following comes closest to your opinion about what to do with monuments or 
memorials to Confederate soldiers who died during the Civil War? 
Read answer options 1-4 in the order they appear. 
[options 1-4 were presented in random order]     
Leave them just as they are 1     
Leave them, but add a plaque or marker for context and historical interpretation 2   
Move them to a museum 3     
Remove them completely 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know 5     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 9     
  
Q; Some people say the confederate battle flag reminds them of white supremacy and racial 
conflict. Other people say the confederate battle flag is a symbol of southern heritage and pride. 
 
Do you think the flag is more a symbol of racial conflict or of southern pride? 
[INTERVIEWER: If "both," probe with "Which do you feel it is MORE a symbol of?"] 
Racial Conflict 1     
Southern Pride  2     
Equally Both 3     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 4     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 9          
  
Q: From what you know about the situation in the Middle East, do your sympathies lie more with 
the Israelis (iz-RAY-leez) or more with the Palestinians (pa-luh-STI-nee-uhnz)? 
Israelis 1     
Palestinians 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4     
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Q: Which comes closer to your line of thinking: supporting Israel is in the national interest of the 
United States or supporting Israel is not in the national interest of the United States? 
IS in United States' interest 1     
Is NOT in United States' interest 2     
[DO NOT READ] Not sure 3     
[DO NOT READ] Refused 4     
  
Q: On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is Not a Problem and 10 is Extremely Serious Problem, please 
tell me how serious a problem you believe each of the following to be in America: 
 
Elections are not secure enough 
1 01     
2 02     
3 03     
4 04     
5 05     
6 06     
7 07     
8 08     
9 09     
10 10     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know/Refused 11     
 
Q: Illegal immigration 
[INTERVIEWER: If necessary: "On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is Not a Problem and 10 is 
Extremely Serious Problem, please tell us how serious a problem you believe this to be in 
America"] 
1 01     
2 02     
3 03     
4 04     
5 05     
6 06     
7 07     
8 08     
9 09     
10 10     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know/Refused 11     
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Q: It is too hard to vote 
[INTERVIEWER: If necessary: "On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is Not a Problem and 10 is 
Extremely Serious Problem, please tell us how serious a problem you believe this to be in 
America"] 
1 01     
2 02     
3 03     
4 04     
5 05     
6 06     
7 07     
8 08     
9 09     
10 10     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know/Refused 11     
  
Q: Opioid addiction 
[INTERVIEWER: If necessary: "On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is Not a Problem and 10 is 
Extremely Serious Problem, please tell us how serious a problem you believe this to be in 
America"] 
1 01     
2 02     
3 03     
4 04     
5 05     
6 06     
7 07     
8 08     
9 09     
10 10     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know/Refused 11     
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Q: The country turning its back on God 
[INTERVIEWER: If necessary: "On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is Not a Problem and 10 is 
Extremely Serious Problem, please tell us how serious a problem you believe this to be in 
America"] 
1 01     
2 02     
3 03     
4 04     
5 05     
6 06     
7 07     
8 08     
9 09     
10 10     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know/Refused 11     
  
Q: Do you recall which was the American state that was the first to secede (suh-seed) from the 
Union at the beginning of the Civil War? 
 
Do not read answer options. 
[INTERVIEWER: If they do not say a state, ask, "Which one?" If they say any state other than 
SC, enter option 2.] 
South Carolina 1     
Any other state 2     
Don't know 3     
Refused 4     
  
Q: Tell me whether you STRONGLY AGREE, SOMEWHAT AGREE, SOMEWHAT 
DISAGREE, or STRONGLY DISAGREE with the following statements: 
 
The federal government should declare the United States a Christian nation. Do you strongly 
agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree? 
Strongly agree        1     
Somewhat agree 2     
Somewhat disagree 3     
Strongly disagree 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know / no answer 5     
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Q: America holds a special place in God's plan. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, 
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree? 
Strongly agree        1     
Somewhat agree 2     
Somewhat disagree 3     
Strongly disagree 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know / no answer 5        
  
Q: The South is better off as part of the United States than it would be as a separate country. Do 
you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree? 
Strongly agree        1     
Somewhat agree 2     
Somewhat disagree 3     
Strongly disagree 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know / no answer 5     
  
Q: It´s important to remember our history, but the Civil War doesn´t mean much to me 
personally. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree? 
Strongly agree        1     
Somewhat agree 2     
Somewhat disagree 3     
Strongly disagree 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know / no answer 5       
  
Q: The Civil War was more about slavery than it was about states´ rights or any other issue. Do 
you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree? 
Strongly agree        1     
Somewhat agree 2     
Somewhat disagree 3     
Strongly disagree 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know / no answer 5     
  
Q: In the near future, say a decade or less, how likely do you think it is that the United States will 
undergo another Civil War? Very Likely, Somewhat Likely, Somewhat Unlikely, or Not Very 
Likely. 
Very likely 1     
Somewhat likely 2     
Somewhat unlikely 3     
Not very likely 4     
[DO NOT READ] Don't know / not sure 5         


