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Q Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his job as President of 
the United States? 

o Approve  (1)  

o Disapprove  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Do you approve or disapprove of the way Henry McMaster is handling his job as Governor of 
South Carolina? 

o Approve  (1)  

o Disapprove  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Do you approve or disapprove of the way Lindsey Graham is handling his job as a United 
States Senator for South Carolina? 

o Approve  (1)  

o Disapprove  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q Do you approve or disapprove of the way Tim Scott is handling his job as a United States 
Senator for South Carolina? 

o Approve  (1)  

o Disapprove  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
Q Thinking back to the presidential election of 2020, do you believe there was significant voter 
fraud that could have altered the outcome of the election? 
o Yes  (1)  
o No  (2)  
o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page 
Break 

 

Q Thinking about the presidential election of 2024, do you believe there was significant voter 
fraud that could have altered the outcome of the election? 
o Yes  (1)  
o No  (2)  
o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page 
Break 
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Q Would you say that your view of Elon Musk is generally... 

o Very Favorable  (1)  

o Somewhat Favorable  (2)  

o Neither Favorable nor Unfavorable  (3)  

o Somewhat Unfavorable  (4)  

o Very Unfavorable  (5)  

o Not sure  (6)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How much influence do you think Elon Musk has within Donald Trump's administration? 

o A lot  (1)  

o A little  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How much influence do you want Elon Musk to have within Donald Trump's administration? 

o A lot  (1)  

o A little  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
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Page Break  
 
We’re going to show the names of some candidates who may be running to become the 
Republican Nominee for the 2026 South Carolina Governor’s race.    Please tell us if you are 
very familiar, somewhat familiar, not very familiar, or not at all familiar with each person. 

o Continue  (1)  
 
[Following 6 questions displayed in random order] 
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Nancy Mace, the current Congresswoman from South Carolina’s 1st Congressional District 

o Very familiar  (1)  

o Somewhat familiar  (2)  

o Not very familiar  (3)  

o Not at all familiar  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q John Warren, a South Carolina businessman who previously ran for the Republican 
nomination for Governor 

o Very familiar  (1)  

o Somewhat familiar  (2)  

o Not very familiar  (3)  

o Not at all familiar  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q Ralph Norman, the current Congressman from South Carolina’s 5th Congressional District 

o Very familiar  (1)  

o Somewhat familiar  (2)  

o Not very familiar  (3)  

o Not at all familiar  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Pamela Evette, the current Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina 

o Very familiar  (1)  

o Somewhat familiar  (2)  

o Not very familiar  (3)  

o Not at all familiar  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Josh Kimbrell, a current member of the South Carolina State Senate from the 11th SC Senate 
District 

o Very familiar  (1)  

o Somewhat familiar  (2)  

o Not very familiar  (3)  

o Not at all familiar  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q Alan Wilson, the current Attorney General for South Carolina 

o Very familiar  (1)  

o Somewhat familiar  (2)  

o Not very familiar  (3)  

o Not at all familiar  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
[Following 2 questions displayed in random order] 
 
Q I generally trust the Federal Government to do what is best for the people. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Undecided  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q I generally trust the South Carolina Government to do what is best for the people. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Undecided  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
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Page Break  
 
[Following 2 questions displayed in random order] 
 
Q I generally trust Republican elected officials to do what is best for the people. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Undecided  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q I generally trust Democratic elected officials to do what is best for the people. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Undecided  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
To what extent do you support or oppose the following? 
 
 
[Following 6 questions displayed in random order] 
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Q Deporting immigrants who are in the country illegally. 

o Strongly support  (1)  

o Somewhat support  (2)  

o Somewhat oppose  (3)  

o Strongly oppose  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Using active duty military to find and detain undocumented immigrants in U.S. cities and 
towns. 

o Strongly support  (1)  

o Somewhat support  (2)  

o Somewhat oppose  (3)  

o Strongly oppose  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Quickly deporting detained immigrants, even if it involves separating families or sending 
people to countries other than their country of origin. 

o Strongly support  (1)  

o Somewhat support  (2)  

o Somewhat oppose  (3)  

o Strongly oppose  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 



February 2025 Winthrop Poll – Question Wording and Programming Notes 
 

 Page 9 of 26 

Q Deporting immigrants that came to the U.S. illegally as children. 

o Strongly support  (1)  

o Somewhat support  (2)  

o Somewhat oppose  (3)  

o Strongly oppose  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
Q Using money allocated to the U.S. military to pay for deportation. 

o Strongly support  (1)  

o Somewhat support  (2)  

o Somewhat oppose  (3)  

o Strongly oppose  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
Q Deporting immigrants who are in the country legally. 

o Strongly support  (1)  

o Somewhat support  (2)  

o Somewhat oppose  (3)  

o Strongly oppose  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q In the past year, do you feel that you have been discriminated against because of your race 
or ethnicity? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q In the past year, do you feel that you have been discriminated against because of your sex or 
gender? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
Q In the past year, has there been a time when you felt that you could not express your political 
opinions out of fear of being verbally attacked or harassed? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

o Not sure  (3)  
 
 
Page Break  
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(options 1-4 listed in random order) 
Q Based on what you may know or have heard, which of the following is the most accurate 
description of how tariffs work? 

o Tariffs are taxes imposed by a country on goods and services imported from another 
country, paid by the importer, which can lead to higher prices for consumers.  (1)  

o Tariffs are taxes imposed by one country on goods and services exported to another 
country, paid directly by the exporting country's government to the importing country's 
government.  (2)  

o Tariffs are agreements between countries that limit the quantity of certain goods and 
services that can be traded, with penalties paid by the country exceeding the agreed-upon 
limits.  (3)  

o Tariffs are subsidies provided by a country to its domestic producers to make their goods 
and services more competitive against imports, paid for by the importing country's 
consumers.  (4)  

o Don't know  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
 
 
Page Break  
[Following 4 questions displayed in random order] 
 
Q Tariffs on imported goods will lead to higher prices on food, electronics and other goods. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
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Page Break  
 
Q I support tariffs on imports from rivals like China, but not allies like Canada. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q Tariffs on imported goods will lead to more jobs in the U.S. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q I am stocking up on items that I think will cost more if the U.S. enacts tariffs on imports. 

o Strongly disagree  (1)  

o Disagree  (2)  

o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  

o Agree  (4)  

o Strongly agree  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
We want to ask you how well you feel certain phrases describe both the Democratic and 
Republican Parties. 

o Continue  (1)  
 
 
Page Break  
[Following 16 questions displayed in random order] 
 
Q How well does the phrase “too extreme in its positions” describe the DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “governs in an honest and ethical way” describe the 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “respectful and tolerant of different types of people” describe the 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “respects the country’s democratic institutions and traditions” 
describe the DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “supports policies that interfere too much in people’s lives” 
describe the DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “too extreme in its positions” describe the REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “governs in an honest and ethical way” describe the REPUBLICAN 
PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “respectful and tolerant of different types of people” describe the 
REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “respects the country’s democratic institutions and traditions” 
describe the REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “supports policies that interfere too much in people’s lives” 
describe the REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “is good at getting their way” describe the DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “is good at getting their way” describe the REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “is willing to do what it takes to win elections” describe the 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “is willing to do what it takes to win elections” describe the 
REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q How well does the phrase “will not compromise to achieve their goals” describe the 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q How well does the phrase “will not compromise to achieve their goals” describe the 
REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

o Very well  (1)  

o Somewhat well  (2)  

o Not very well  (3)  

o Not at all well  (4)  

o Not sure/prefer not to answer  (5)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Please tell us how much discrimination there is against each of these groups in our society 
today. 
 
 
[Following 6 questions displayed in random order] 
 
Q In our society today, how much discrimination is there against Black people? 

o A lot  (1)  

o Some  (2)  

o Only a little  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q In our society today, how much discrimination is there against White people? 

o A lot  (1)  

o Some  (2)  

o Only a little  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q In our society today, how much discrimination is there against Gays, Lesbians, and 
Transgender people? 

o A lot  (1)  

o Some  (2)  

o Only a little  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q In our society today, how much discrimination is there against Women? 

o A lot  (1)  

o Some  (2)  

o Only a little  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
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Q In our society today, how much discrimination is there against Men? 

o A lot  (1)  

o Some  (2)  

o Only a little  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
Q In our society today, how much discrimination is there against Christians? 

o A lot  (1)  

o Some  (2)  

o Only a little  (3)  

o None at all  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
 
(options 1-4 listed in random order) 
Q Which of the following comes closest to your opinion about what to do with monuments or 
memorials to Confederate soldiers who died during the Civil War? 

o Leave them just as they are  (1)  

o Leave them, but add a plaque or marker for context and historical interpretation  (2)  

o Move them to a museum  (3)  

o Remove them completely  (4)  

o Not sure  (5)  
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Page Break  
(options 1-2 listed in random order) 
Q Some people say the confederate battle flag reminds them of white supremacy and racial 
conflict. Other people say the confederate battle flag is a symbol of southern heritage and pride.    
Do you think the flag is more a symbol of racial conflict or of southern pride? 

o Racial Conflict  (1)  

o Southern Pride  (2)  

o Equally Both  (3)  

o Not sure  (4)  
 
 
Page Break  
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(options 1-3 listed in random order) 
Q In your opinion, was the Civil War mainly about slavery, mainly about states’ rights, or about 
both equally? 

o Slavery  (1)  

o States' rights  (2)  

o Equally both  (3)  

o Not sure  (4)  


